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Reading in Year One

November 2019

TELFORD INFANT SCHOOL
LOVING LEARNING

Every child to be an inquisitive, resilient and successful 
learner who is eager for their next challenge.



Aims of our  Meeting

To share end of year expectations in reading.

To offer guidance on how to support your child with 
reading.

To share some helpful resources to use at home with your 
children.
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Why read?

Reading is essential, it underpins 
all learning and understanding!

Spending 5 minutes reading with 
your child every day can make a 

difference.
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• Children need to know that words are represented by 
graphemes (how each letter is written) and phonemes (the 
sounds they make).

• Some phonemes are made up of two or more graphemes

• Digraphs – qu, sh, ch, ng, ai, ea, oo, 

• Trigraphs  - igh, air, ear, ure

• Split diagraphs – i-e, e-e, a-e, o-e, u-e

• Children need to be able to segment a word using their 
robot arms and then blend it back together.

•There are around 40 different sounds.

What is phonics?



Phonics

 Most children start reading using 
phoneme knowledge. 

 They segment the phonemes they can 
see first. 

 They blend the phonemes to read the 
word.

 Cat       c.a.t        cat
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Common Exception Words
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By the end of Year 1 it is 
expected that children will be 
able to read, write and spell 
these common exception words. 

A list of these words can be 
found in your child’s reading 
diary. 
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Reading in Year 1

 Weekly guided reading in a group.

 1:1 reading at least twice each 
term.

 SPAG lessons (spelling, punctuation and grammer)

 Daily phonics lessons
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Guided Reading

 Children have a book each in a group.

 Focus on key phonemes 

 Common exception words

 Focus on reading, fluency and 
comprehension skills depending on the 
individual child’s ability.
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Book Bands

 Children are given a book within a book band suitable 
for their current ability by the class teacher.

 A sticker informing you of the requirements of this 
level is placed in the reading diary.

 Children need to be secure on all of these skills 
before we move them to the next band.

 Children are encouraged to read a breadth of 
different genres including non- fiction and poetry.
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During their time at Telford Infant School, your child will progress through the coloured book bands. 
Please remember that children learn in different ways and make progress at different times. Your 
child’s class teacher will move them through the coloured book bands as and when they feel that 

your child is ready.

Pink book band
This level is for children who are just starting to read. Children are getting used to reading from left 
to right and matching spoken words to written words.

Red book band
Children start to gain a little more confidence in reading and may know some words by sight. 

Yellow book band
Children are beginning to read more varied sentence structures and taking some note of punctuation. 

Blue book band
Children are becoming more confident at reading longer and more varied sentences.

Green book band
Children are starting to read quite fluently and take note of punctuation.

Orange book band
Children are starting to read longer and more complex sentences and can understand a range of 
punctuation.

Turquoise book band
Children can read complex sentences fairly fluently, taking note of punctuation. They use expression 
and do not rely on illustrations to help them.

Purple book band
Children might read silently or quietly at quite a rapid pace, taking note of punctuation.
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Gold Book Band
Children might read books with chapters and will 
read silently most of the time. They are 
interested in longer texts which they can return 
to easily after a break.

Lime Book Band
Children might read books that have chapters 
and will read silently most of the time. They are 
interested in longer texts which they can return 
to easily after a break. 

Extended Readers Book Band
Children will read books with chapters. They 
read a wide variety of longer, more demanding 
texts silently and with perseverance. 



Strategies to use at home when 
sharing a book. 

Talk about the front cover.

 Look at blurb on back of book, talk through with child.

 Identify tricky words at the start.

 Look at picture clues.

 Re – read sentences (either you or the child)

 Build confidence with silly voices.

 Use phonics to segment and blend.

 Model reading.           

 Read daily and anything, little and often.

 Don’t forget to read to your child for enjoyment.
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Comprehension Questions to 
use at home. 
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Comprehension Questions
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Access to resources to help at 
home. 
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Active Learn –Bug Club

 Log on via: 
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

 Access to a range of appropriate level 
books. 

 Different genres to look at. 

 User name and password in children’s 
reading diary.

 Can be accessed on a tablet or PC
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Oxford Owl

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk

 Create your own log on

 Free access to an ebook library.

 Books are grouped in ages, genres and 
book band levels which can be filtered 
through drop down menu. 
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Letterjoin-supporting letter formation at home.
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Letter join on a tablet
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Letter join

 Access to how letters of the alphabet 
are formed in school.

 Opportunity for your child to practice 
letter formation by tracing over the 
letters.  

 Access to further resources and 
worksheets. 
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Phonics Play

 https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

 Access to lots of free games 

to practice using phonemes. 

 Children can use their 

phoneme mats (in their reading diaries) 
when reading and writing at home.
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Thank you for joining us this 
evening

Any questions?
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